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1: The structure of Lepidoptera genomes is much like pop-songs. 
(this thesis) 
 
2: Full sib crosses combined with the use of dominant markers should be avoided 
at all cost when using Lepidoptera. 
(this thesis) 
 
3: All microsatellites are equal, but some microsatellites are more equal than 
others. 
(this thesis) 
 
4: Many algorithms used in biological science are based on likelihood. As a 
consequence, unlikely events, or events that are considered unlikely by the 
designer of the algorithm, will not be interpreted correctly when using these 
algorithms. 
(e.g. the assumption of equal recombination rates in males and females, this 
thesis) 
 
5. The foundations and key examples of evolutionary biology were not laid out 
by academic scientists chasing career and status, but rather by passionate 
amateurs such as Gregor Mendel, Charles Darwin, Bernard Kettlewell, Alfred 
Wallace and Henry Bates. 
 
6: One of the major challenges in Bicyclus anynana eyespot research is to 
unravel the processes at the very earliest stages of eyespot determination. 
 
7: The strict guidelines of Molecular Ecology Resources obstruct the exchange of 
practical knowledge within the scientific community. 
 
8: The hypothesis that animals don’t feel pain can only be falsified by means of 
animal cruelty. 
 
9: Unlikely events are very likely to occur. 
 
10: The current occupation of the Pieter Kooijmans chair undermines the scientific 
and moral integrity of the university. 
 
11: The claim in the King James Version of the Holy Bible that bats belong to the 
birds (Deuteronomy 14:18) is inconsistent with the statement: “Birds are not 
the only creatures in the air. There are also small furry mammals; bats.” David 
Attenborough, Life of birds. 
 
12: When a butterfly flaps its wings in the Amazon it is most likely about to 
drown or be eaten by fish. 
